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CHARLES 


E BY”. 
CHARACTERS 


OF 


[account 


King of * England. 


With a Short 


| Of his being PopſonÞ- 


— — ; 
Written by a ; Perſon of Honour, 
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Withan Introdu&tion exhibiting the DiF. 
| ferent Charaters given him by the ſeveral 
different Partics of . Roman Catholicks ; 
Churchmer, and Liflenters, Ee, 
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| BY ANOTHER HAND. 


| Lindon Printed, and are to be Sold by 
. Righard Baldwin, near the Qxford-Armse 
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- | | THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


H E following Cha- 
\ Cter © NM been 
C] much taken notice 
of, and many Coppies. of ut 
2 handed 208 it's ; hop'd that 


- | the rendring of it publick may 
R very acceptable. The 


Prince whoſe Character it 
1s, was generally belov'd 
| by the People; yet his tavks 
| both asa King and a Man, 4 | 


Fr 2 were 


— 


The Tautroduftion. 

were Univ crlally oblerv- 
&d:;, fo that it can- be 
no 1ur Prizc to any one to 
find him both well and.1ll 
ipoken of ; for his Greateſt 
Enemies will allow. that ke 
was endowed with many 
Princely Vertues; and the 
Greateſt - of his Friends 
muſt likewiſe confeſs that 
he had his Remarkable V1- 


ces: It cannot be enyed, 


but that in both thoſe Re- } 
pets the difterent Factions 
hays been onfdty of Hxcels, 
ang have bxcended tne ules 
of wMiodeſty., both in ap- 
pianding and condemning 

| him ; , 


Gn. ind. - fd Ada Rh At. fre 


The Iutroduflinn. 
him-;-for every one ſpeaks 
of him according as they 
were advantag'd or endama- 
ged. by : him; or accord- 
ing as the Humour or In- 
tereſt of the Party which 
they eſpoule inclines them. 
The Roman-Catholicks, 
tho they cannot deny his 
many good offices to them, 
and their Church; yet they 
accusſe him of Cowardice 
and . Diſlimulation, as hav- 
ing plaid faſt and looſe with 
hem, and were therefate 
impatient to have his Bro- 
ther on his Throne. 


The 


1 The Introduftiog.. 
— The high flown Chuteh- 
men did  niheily admit 
tam , becauſe he reſtor'd 
them to their - ancient Dig: 
! nitics, and made them Eords 
| paramount to all' other Par: 
ſ ties: to that they would 
neither ice any of his'flults 
when he was Alive, flor ml ; 
they near of i. , 
he's Dead. -- | fra | 
..:Fhe Cav alte FS were Pons 
| of them very well pleas's 
- And others 6F *em as Fir oblyf 
| Uſui fted With his Conduct, 
oRrdins: As he anfwered or 
difar; -oted their Expedtay. 
tions: : And it was very ob4* 


{ervable 


i 


The: Tutroduftion: 
ervable , that his Couſurt 
Prince Rupert the Cavalier-. 
eneral, with-many of thoſe _ 
ho - had fought "fe his 
ather, ' did at laſt grow 

1ifLitisfied with his Admt- 
iſtration. :, 
| The 7 ores adbrd him foe 
| advancing the Prerogative, 
nd giving them the aſcen- 
lant over the Whiggs, whom 
they proſecyted for their 
j IVes , Reputations and 
ſtates, 
# The Whregs, tho + many 
pf them had a petal elteem 
for h1m, were never conten- 


ted with his Adminiſtration: 
E = and 


| 


7 


The | Tutredudion. 
and Generally entertainec 


this: :Character of him, T haf 


. he gave himlelf up to alſ 


{enſual Pleaſures without 
Controul: And was irreconci 
lable to any who interrupte 
his Luſts ; that he debaucht 
the Nation more in it: 
Manners than ever any othe! 
King did before him; thai 
he {quandred away the anci 
ent Revenues of the Crown 
which were elteemed ſacred; 
and left ſuch: a Debt upo 
it as was never before hearc 
of, That he proſtituted hi: 
Majeſty, by being a Penſioi 
ner to France : Anu ad} 
Vancec 


= The Introduftion. 
24 vanced the Power of that - 
\11 Monarch, to the endanger- 
w ing of the Liberties of 
-| Enrope. That he imbroil'd 
| 1] hisown Subjects in Inteſtine 
14 Feuds;; and did fo vitiate | 
td all publick Offices, both 
g oacred, - Civil and Military, 
| with Bribery and Corruptr 
on, as it will be hard to re- 
form them. That he was 
1 ungrateful to the Nation 
for ther Loyalty, and the. 
incredible Sums which they 
powr'd upon him. That' 
he leſſened the Reputatiofy 
and -ftrength of the King- 
dom ; overtarawd the Laws, 


B 2 and 


The Introdufion. 
and invaded the Propertie{ 
of his Subjects. "_ 
The Diſſenters , again 
ſcarcely afford him one good 
word, Fins attribute all thek: 
Corruption of our Morals 
to the ill Conduct of his 
Reign, and his own bad Ex-h 
ample. They charge him 
with advancing the Intereſt } 


” the Church of Rome, and 
as. having been an open 


Fautor of Hobbiſm, Deijm | 


and what not. They charge 


him allo with the greateſt 


Perjuries that ever were 
heard of, as the breach of ' 
heir ſolemn League and 
_ Cove 


The Introduction. 
eCovenant, and his Delaraz - 
ion from. Breda. They 
nromplain of his having 
dweakned the Proteltant In. 
efereſt in the Nation , by 
sfetting. one -party of Prote- 
Sſtants to deitroy another ; 
*þnd expoſing all Piety and 
2 Þeriouſnels to Ridicule; they 
pbraid his Memory with his 
manifold W horedoms, which 
Hhath ſo much unfected the 
iY outh+ of the Nation, and. 
s.attended by ſuch diſmal 
onlequences. And in ſhort, 
there's ſcarcely any Party | 
ho ſpeak moderately of 
im ; but do either exceed in 
= PR = 


XY 


The Introduftion. : 
his praiſe or his diſpraiſe 


and therefore there's rea] 
| fon to conceive that thq. 
following Character of him 
by a perilon of Honour, whe 
had the opportunity ol 
knowing him 1ſo well, and 
who 15s Jo duly qualified i I 
all Reſpects to write it, wall 
be very acceptable. 
'. It 1s alloto be noted that 
as there 1s a great difference 
amongſt Men and Parties, 
as to their Accounts of this 
Prince's Life, they are at nc 
lets variance as to the man 
ner of his Death ; in whicl 
moit are agreed that there 
WaS 


|" The Introduftion. 
[was ſome. Fraud, tho they 
© jdifter exceedingly as to the 

1 Means and Inſtruments.Some 
Walcribe it to the Intrigues 
of France, who as they 
19 undid the Father by a Wife, 
MN they ruin'd the Son by' a 
A Miſtreſs and therefore al- 
11 ledge that 'Lewrs XIV. being 
l weary of feeding him wth 
Penſions, and dreading his 
Natural Parts, if upon any 
diſguſt he ſhould come ta 
unite againſt France with 
his Parliaments, he thought 
it his Intereſt to take him 
off, and make way for a 
Succeſlor, who, as he made 
O7D2en 


- 


MW Tarn. - 
open -profeflion of his own 
eligton, would be more pli- 
able to his Dictates: 
Then as to the method 


of effecting ir, they ſay it 
was thus, that the D.——es of 


P— th who bewitch'd him 
with her Amours, and had 
not only drain'd the ſab- 
{tance of his Body, but 


- likewiſe the ſubſtance of his 
"Purſe, either of which being 


-once brought to pals, the Love 


-of a St—et to her Para-- 


mour vanithes, 1o that ha- 
ving a mind to Change Gal- 


Jants, or. leeing no more 


hopes of former advaritages, 
| The 


LY fend haegnd pul rota 


The - Introdufion. 
ſhe gave him ſuch Provocas 
beyond 


tives as made himact 


his natural ſtrength,and threw 


him into theſe Apoplectick 

Fits which carried him. off, 
There are others who af 

cribe it. to the R. C. Fadti- 
on, who being angry at his 
having fo frequently decet- 
ved them ; and impatient 
| till they came to a Trial of 
Skill for eſtabliſhing their 
Religion, while Lewis XIV. 
was in the height of his Power 
and Glory, did therefore ad- 
miniſter the Fatal Dole, 
which ſent King Charles Il. 
a going, and "_ his 
r0- 


The. Introduction. 


Brother'to the Throne, under 
whole Auſpicious Conducb 
they made no doubt of:reſtor- 


ing'the Church of Rome tothe. 
tull poſleflion of all | that ſhe 
had: ety enjoyed 1n 
Britain and [reland ; and to 
make an amends to his Soul 
for the Injury they did. his 


| Body, they took care to have 


thoie about him that ſhould 
perform the. laſt Offices, in 
making him an intire Profs, 
lyte bo the Romiſh Faith. 
There are others who fay, 
tot ail this was a ſham, tho 
-* by tis Brother, and 

er unexceptionable 


Evi- 


The Tutredudion. 
Evidence the Strouz-Boxzand 
that all the cume which'they 
preten:- to ipend 1n taking 
care of his Sonl was really 
taken up in Ci ating the 
Nation of thezr Money, -- 
Sealing a Lea'e of the 
Cultoms ; that fo they 
might be - enzoyed | by his 
Showibr after his Death, 
whereas the Parliament had 
_ only ſettled themy upon him- 

{elf during Life. ©: Fhhis* 1s. 
what 1s thought _ fit to be 
ſaid by way o& Preface to 
the Character of a Prince 
concerning whole? Lite, Reli- 

C2 gun 


The Intraduftun. 
gion and Death there are fo 
many various. ſentiments. 
It's true that there are ſome 
who would excule his Brother 
from having any acceflion 
to his death, there's none 
who have any reaſon to 
doubt that if he came to an 
bintimely end, it was by the 
Hands of the Papiſts, for 
the high Church of England- 
men they had no reaſon to 
be weary of his Grovern- 
ment; not ground to expect 
the like favours from his 
Brother that they receiv'd 
irom him. As to the State 
Whiggs or Excluſioners, it 


F 3 ow 


The Intradudtion.” 
was not their Intereſt nei- 
ther, for they /had no. rea- 
fon to think that ever they 
ſhould enter into his Bro. 
thers reſt as the late King 
himſelf 1s ſaid to have ex-. 
prelt it to lomeof that Party, 
who attended him upon his 
Coming to the Throne: Nor 
were they in a Condition to 
have favour'd Monmouth's 
Title at the time of King 
Gharles his Death , as ap- 
peat'd by that unfortunate 
| Gentleman's deplorable fate 
when he put in ſo boldly 
ior: his Father's Crown, -1o 
that Malice- it {elf cannot 
*; Ara FD faſten 


ons ht og 7 OO 8 OI. A 
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'T be Jutrodufion. 
faſten it on the Whiggs'as 
having cut-him oft to make 
way for Monmouth. > 

Then for the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, they had no Accels 
to his Court nor perſon and 
were under the leaſt tentati- 
on of any Party to wiſh: for 
his death, ſeeing they knew 
the: D. of York to be their 
Irreconctteable Enemy, and 
always the greateſt promo- 


ter of their - perſecution, ex” 
cept when the Intereit of his 


own Party perſwaded him to 


moderation. 
There's no doubt but this 


Iatroduchon will be as vari- 


ouſly 


The Imtroduction. 
ouſly cenſured as: theve / ave 
Variety of Factions, 'but ſee- 
1hE every: body takes the li- 
_ berty''to think and [{tpeak of 

the two- Princes: who are the 

Subject of thete: few: Sheets; 
according as 'their- Intorelt 
and” Inclination leads. them, 
it's but reaſonable that they 
ſhould allow others the lame 
privilege... with _ themſelves; 
and if they have better rea- 
ſons for the N eeative than 
are here laid FT for the 
Afhrmative, they have the 
lame liberty of making them 
known to the World, and 


thus they are left to the PEr- 
uſal 


OR rn A "mr PR ren 
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q The Tntrodution. 

wlal of what follows, which 
18. | enough to fatisfie.- them 
that the Author is no big- 
got in the matter, ſceing he 
does as willingly publiſh the 


Character drawn by others, 
as that which 1s drawn by 
| hamſelt.” 
| 
ail 
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CHARLES 
King of England. 


Setting forth his umimely Death. 


Have pitched on this Chara: 

; | ter of King Charles the It. 
not for his being a King,. or 

| my having had the Honour toſerye 
him. The firſt of theſe would be 
too vulgar aconfideration, and the 

; "TR othes 
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(2) 

other too particular : but I think it 
a_Theme of Great Variety, and 
whatever is wanting in the Writer, 
may, I hope, be Recompenced, in the 
agreeableneſs of the Subze&, which 
is ſometimes enough to recommend 
a Pifture (tho? i] drawn) and- to 
make a face one likes oftner look*d 
on, than the beſt Peice of Ra- 
pbgel. 


To begin then according to Cu- 
ſtom with his Religion, which ſince. 
his death hath made ſo much noiſe 
inthe World, I yet dare confident. 
ly affirm it to be only that which j; 
Vulgacly (tho? . unjuſtly ') counted 
none at all, mean Deiſm. And this 
uncommon Opinion he owed more 
ro the Livelinels of his parts, and 
carele(snelsof his Temper, than either 
to readiag or much conſideration; 

tor 


- 


(3) 

for his quicknels of Apprehenfion at 
firtt View could - diſcern thro' the 
ſeveral Cheats of Pious pretences, 
and his natural Lazineſs confirm*d 
him in an equal miſtruſt of them all, 
for fear he ſhould be troubled with 


Examining which was belt. 


Ifin his early Travels, and Jate 
defigns, - he feem'd a little Byaſſed 
to one {ort of Religion ; The firſtis 
only to be imputed to acertain eafj- 
neſs of Temper, and a Complaiſance 
tor that Company he was then for- 
ced to keep; and the laſt was no 
more than his being tired (which he 
{oon was in any Lfculty)with thoſe 
bold oppoſitions in Parliament, which 
made him almoſt throw himlelt into 
the Arms of a Roman Catholick 
party, ſo Remarkable of late for their 
Loyalty, who imbraced him gladly, 


D 3 and 


- Ls 
and julPd him afleep with thoſe En- 
chanting Songs of Soveraignty,which 
the beſt and wiſcſt of Princes are of- 
ten unable roreſiſt. 


And tho engaged himſelt on that 
fide more fully at a time, when 'tis 
jn vain, and too late to diflemble, 
we ought Jeſs to wonder at it, than 
to conſider, that our very Judge- 
ments are apt to-grow in time as 

artial as our affeQtions ; And rhus 
by accident only, he became of their 
Opinion in his weakneſs, who had 
ſo much endeavoured always to 
contribute to his Power. 


He loved eale and quiet, to which 
his upneceflary Wars, are fo farf.om 
being a Contradiction, that they are 
rather proot of It, ftace. they were 


made only to comply with thoſe per- 


Ts 44% 9 4 I 


: ſons, 


| 


CS || 

ſons, whoſe dilaftections would haye 
pr ved more uneaſy ro. one of his 
humour, than all that diſtant noiſe of 
Cannon which he would often liſten 
to, with a great deal of Tranquility. 

Belides the great and almoſt only 
pleaſure of mind, he appears addi&ed 
to, Was Shipping and Sea affairs, 
which ſeemed to be ſo much his Ta- 
ſent both for knowledge, as well as 


inclination, thata War of that Kind, 


was rather an Entertainment, than 
any Diſtyrbance ro his thonghts. 


If he did not go himlclt at the 
head of ſo magnificent a Flect, tis on- 
ly to be impured fo that eagernels 


| of Military Glory, 1n his Brother, 
| which under the thow of a decent 
care for prelerving the Royal perſon 
trom danger, ingroflcd all that fort 
of honour to himlelt, with as much 


zealoufic 


_ — . ANDES. ood V—_ 


(Ss) 
zealouſie of any others interpoſing 
In ic, as a King of another Temper 
would have had of his. Tis certain 


no Prince was ever more fitted by 
nature for his Countries intereſt than 


he was, in all his Maritime Inclina- 


tions, which might have proved of 


fliSoar advantage to this Nation, 


if he had been as caretull in depreſ* 


ſing all ſuch improvements 1a France, 


as of advancing and encouraging 
our own ; but it ſe-ms he wanted 


zealouly in all his1nclinations ; which 
leads us to confider him 1 1n his Plea- 


ſures. 


Where he was rather Abandoned 
than Luxurious, and like our Fe- 
male Libertines, apter to be per{wa- 
ded-into Debanches for the fſatis- 
t1C&tion of others, than to ſeek with 
choice where moſtro pleaſe himſelt ; 
L am 


(7 


I am of Opimon alſo, that 1n his lat- 
rer times there was as much of Lazi- 
neſs, as of Love, in all thoſe hours 
he pafled among his Miſtreiles, who 
after all only ſerved to fill - up! his 


| Seraglio, while a bewitching kind of 


pleaſure called Sauntring, and ta]k- 
ing without any conſtraint, was 
the true Sultana Queen he Delight- 
ed in- 


He was ſurely inclined to juſtice, 
| for nothing elſe would have retained 

him ſo faſt to the ſ{ucceflion of a 
Brother againſt a Son he wasſo fond 
of. And the humour of a Party which 
he ſo much teared, I am willing allo 
to impute to his Juſtice, whatever 
{cems-in {ſome mealure' to contradict 
the general Opinion ofthis Clemen- 
Cy, as his {uffering always the Rigor 
ot the Law, to proceed not only a» 


gainſt 


- wonted cuſtom, had uſed fome- 


(8) 
gainſt all Highwaymen, but allo 


ſeveral others, in whole Caſes 
the Lawyers, according to theif 


eines a great deal of _ and 
Severity. 


His underſtanding was quick and 
lively, in little things, and, fome- 
times would ſoare high enough In 
great ones, but unable to keepit up, 
with any tong attention or applica- 
tion ; witty-1n all ſorts of Converla- 
tion, and telling a ſtory ſo well, that 
not out of flattery y, (but for the 
pl-aſure ot hearing it) we uſed to 
teem 1gnorant of what he had re- 
peated to us tea times before, as.a 
good Comedy will bear the beingſ 


= 
otten {een. 


Off 


(9s). 


- Of a wonderfull mixture, '' 
all his cime, and ſerting his'whol 
_ | heart on -the Fair Sex, yet tieirhet 
{| Angry with Rivals, noriin the. leaſt 
Nice as to the being beloved, and. 
while he ſacrificed all  thiygs * to 
| bys Miftrefles, he wouldufe to grude 


CIs $ 


- ©® 
" 


S 
| and be uneafic at their loſing a lit- 
tle of it againat Play, tho? nevet-{o 
neceflaty for their diverflon, nor 
would he Venture-5 /.' at Tennis 
. | to thoſe Servants who might obtain 
as many thouſands, either before 
he came thither, or as ſoon as be left 


| of. 


Fall. of Diflimulation, and very 
edroit atit,; yet no man eaſier to be 
impoſed on, for his great dexterity 
was in cozening himfelf, by gaining a 
{| little one way, while it coft him ten 
E times 


(140) 
times as much another, and by 
Catcfling thofe: perſons "moſt, who 
Fadideladed him the oftneſt, and yet 


© quickeſt 3 mm the world at PPYIng 
bel -_— in another, —- 


- Be? good natured to all 
pep ple: in trifles, but 1n greater af- 
faits-ſevere, and inflexible, in one 
weeks ablence, quite * forgeting 
thoſe . Servants to whole faces he 
could: hardly deny any thing- - 


Ja the midſt of all his Remi(- 
nels ſo induſtrious, and indefati- 
gable on ſome particular occaſi-| 
ons , that no man would either 
coil longer, or -be able ro managel 
To berter:. »-| 


_ He was s ſo Liberal as to Ruine 
his affairs by it, for want in a K. 


of 


fidei-down, and Expoles : a':Prince 
to his peoples mercyz2! 1t-:did2iFet 
-worſe in. him, for it-- forced :7hrih - 
alſo to depend on his great: Neagh- 


(-11) 
of Pngland turns © things! qju(6.ap- 


bour- of - Fraxce,. who. played the 
Broker with him ſufficiently;/cia © all 


thoſe times of Extremity, yet this 


profaſeneſs : of: his did ,nori{o-mich 


Proceed + from his'' over. :-valuing 


thoſe: he favoured; ;as frombis un 


'dervaluing any fumms of Money, 


Which he did -not : ſee . tho"o lie 
found his Error in;;this, but: I; con- 
feſs a little of the lateſt: ©; 1 


ES SI3PULS [11 IT 3TILIIL 4 7 
: He had fo natural /an : Averkt- 


on to all formality, that: with as 


5 much Wit as moſt men ever had, 


at che Part of ' a King for 


| and as' ' Majeſtick a Mien, yet 


he could not on premeditation 
a. MOo- 
ment 


had been as Sdliectous aboit x 


 ablero make- ins/lefe: lang a) that had | 


(112) 

;yent;; ci either at: Parhament. ox Coun- 
ali dither - uw; Words -or: Geſture |, 
which..xarricd him into the: 'other 
Entream, azon wconyenicnt af the 
ewo,: of: letting [all -Diſttniftap Abd 


ks nd fall to OR ay _> 
ous and opp, . me 


A, wad bc 
. bis Temper both of - Body jj 
Mind was-Admuable,. owhich: _—_ 
hun: ax cafie :gcherous Loyer''; A 
Qwvil: oblging-hlacband, a Friendly 
Btather, kn :4uduJgent | Father, 
and a aqod. ndrured Maſter, iIf br 

amprov- 

ing the faculties of his mind, as he 
was'in on bf bis - þodi- 

ly health, {tho} ulas:oab proved un- | 


AQt _ fo! have node Famous £ 


"Q ro 


Hh was ak Wuſtrier Exception, 


© 


ng 12g Tr rg 

hanſa;.fort of GCounteatn e-wak 
| bathopt'- ar Merry : 20d; Mhircitiall 
| | Nlpofitian, '- aad::in |theſ2d6ft go. 
| years of his life, as Fortildate c.-as 
thoſe of his Fathers had been Diſ- 
| mal and tumultuous. It his Death 
had ſome appearance of | un- 
tmmely, it may be Partly impnrted ro 
his Extream, healthy Jos. *-: ora 
which made the world. as much ſur- 
prized at his dying before threeſcore, 
as if nothing but an Uull accident 


could have Kulleg _ - 


| bl not {ay any Ng on ſa 


| ſada Subject ; If I did not think fj- 
| lence it MF; in fuch a Caſe, would 
ſignifie too much ; And therefore 
as an Impartial Writer, I am oblig'd 
& Obſerve, that [ am aſſured, the 

moſt 
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tet deſerving 
ficians did 1s urne ; 


; but <thoughte 
| prin notlodg 


after, for:ha- 


ving Declared 6th a Urtle 
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